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Forum Series. A lecture at the 
American Center. February 17, 2006. 
Mr. Dan Ikenson, a policy analyst with 
Catoôs Center for Trade Policy Studies 
in Washington, D.C. will discuss The 
WTO after the Hong Kong Ministerial: 
Where do we go from Here? Mr. 
Ikenson will focus on WTO disputes, 
regional trade agreements, steel, 
textiles, and antidumping reform.

Biography of the 
Speaker

Before joining 
Cato in 2000, Dan 
Ikenson was director 
of international 
trade planning for 
an international 
accounting and 

business advisory ýrm. He also co-
founded the Library of International 
Trade Resources (LITR), a consulting 
ýrm providing interactive information 
access and international trade 
consulting. Mr. Ikenson is coauthor of 
ñAntidumping Exposed: The Devilish 
Details of Unfair Trade Lawò and 
author of many studies on trade 
policy. He has appeared on CNN, 
CNBC, MSNBC, ABC News and NPR. 
His articles have been published in the 
Wall Street Journal, the Washington 
Times, the Detroit News, National 
Review Outline, and elsewhere. Mr. 
Ikenson holds a M.A. in economics 
from George Washington University.
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More about the U.S. and the WTO

For more dynamic, in depth information 
consult our dossier on the US and the 
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WTO ministerial in Hong Kong: Waiting for the Delegates. 
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ñThe WTO Ministerial Meeting in Hong Kong in December 2005 made some 
progress in advancing the Doha Development Agenda. But much remains to be 
done, particularly in settling negotiating modalities in agriculture and NAMA 
and in putting some þesh onto the bones of the GATS. And where progress was 
made it was qualiýed, whether in dealing with the concerns of African cotton 
producers or in improving market access for the products of the least developed 
countries. 

Given the work still to do, it is not guaranteed that new deadlines will be met 
or that the DDA will be concluded on time. There is much at stake should the 
momentum of multilateral liberalisation stall; analysis at the OECD points 
to the risk of both major opportunities forgone and of systemic strains to the 
multilateral trading framework. Developing countries would be amongst the 
principal losers. 

Charting the way ahead will require that trade policy be seen in a broader 
domestic context which recognises that market opening works best when it is 
backed by sound macroeconomic policies, þexible labour markets, a culture 
of competition and strong institutions. Through this lens, trade reform can 
be promoted as a necessary tool of growth and development rather than as a 
concession paid to others.ò more

Heydon, Ken. AFTER THE WTO HONG KONG MINISTERIAL 
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