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> Embassy Event

Panel Discussion at the
Ambassador’s Residence -
November 19: U.S. Ambassador Tom
C. Korologos will present his post-
electoral analysis and introduce the
following distinguished panelists:
Professor Luc De Vos, Professor Bart
Kerremans and Professor Amine Ait-
Chaalal.

> Biographies

Tom C. Korologos is the 29th
Ambassador of the United States to

Belgium. Read his full biography

Luc De Vos is Professor of Military
History and International Relations at
the Royal Military Academy in Brussels
and at the KU Leuven.

Bart Kerremans is Associate-Professor
of International Relations at the
Institute for International and European
Policy at the K.U. Leuven, Belgium.

Amine Ait-Chaalal is Professor of
International Relations at the Political
Science Department of the Catholic
University of Louvain (Louvain-la-
Neuve). He is co-director of the Study
Center on International Crises and
Conflicts CECRI.

> America in Context is intended to
contribute to a constructive discussion
of major issues about US society and
values. Articles and other materials,
therefore, should not be construed as
an endorsement of the views contained
therein.

America in Context is best viewed
online at: www.uspolicy.be/context/.
Each issue covers a specific topic. For
dynamic, updated content we refer to
the various dossiers on our web site.

All articles and materials are available
in full text format. To access some
articles a password is required. Please
use: AA2003.

Readers interested in subscribing can
register via our web site at: http]
/www.uspolicy.be/listen.htm. Readers
can also unsubscribe using the same
form.

Elections 2004:
Results and Realities

This issue of America in Context focuses on the U.S. election results and
their impact on U.S. Foreign Policy

President George W. Bush became the big winner of the presidential elections

beating Senator John F. Kerry by 286 to 252 electoral votes. Read the Official

[ranscript of President George W. Bush'’s victory speech

Bush’s second term foreign policy priorities
Global War on Terror Is Top U.S. Priority, Powell Says

The global war against terrorism, strengthening alliances and resolving
regional conflicts are foreign policy priorities of the Bush administration’s
second term, according to Secretary of State Colin Powell.

“First and foremost, the Global War on Terror will remain a priority of
the administration,” said Powell.

Calling Iraq a “major priority” for the second term, Powell said the
United States is looking forward to the Iraqi elections in January 2005.
Noting recent developments, he said U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan
has agreed to increase the size of the U.N. presence in Iraq and that voter
registration packages are being distributed.

On the Arab-Israeli conflict, Powell said: “the United States stands by to
work very actively to get the Road Map moving forward.”

“Yes, I understand the importance of Iraq; I understand the overhang
that that and the Middle East have on how we are viewed in the world
and the impression that some people have of us,” he said. “But, it’s an
impression that will change as we start showing our success such as the
kind of success we showed in Afghanistan.”

Table of Contents

Foreign Policy in the Second Bush Administratior
ost Election Analysid | khe Administration in Transition



http://www.usembassy.be/embassy/embambbio.htm
http://www.uspolicy.be/context/
http://www.uspolicy.be/listen.htm
http://www.uspolicy.be/listen.htm
http://www.uspolicy.be/Article.asp?ID=5616EEF1-988C-489C-9DCD-98A900E7D35E
http://www.uspolicy.be/Article.asp?ID=5616EEF1-988C-489C-9DCD-98A900E7D35E

LA s

Powell said the second Bush administration
will continue to work to strengthen U.S.
alliances in Asia and Europe and enhance
U.S. relations with India and Pakistan.
Through having good relations with
both India and Pakistan, the secretary
explained, the United States aims to
“serve a useful role as a friend” to both
countries as they continue to reach out
to each other and work on the difficult
issues outstanding between them.

Powell said President Bush wants to
have a “strong relationship with all of
our European friends and allies and

notwithstanding any disagreements we
have had in the past.”

Full Transcript of the Nov 09, 2004 Press
Briefing by Secretary of State Colin

Powell]

Foreign Policy in the Second
Bush Administration

> Review of recent official
statements

Bush  Administration Looks to
“Intense” Cooperation with Europe
(2004-11-13) The newly reelected Bush
Administration wants to work closely and
intensely with Europe on the Middle East
peace process and other foreign policy
issues in the second term, according
to senior U.S. officials November 12.
Speaking on background, administration
officials said that the meetings between
President Bush and British Prime Minister
Tony Blair concluded an intense period
of outreach and discussions to Europe,
including the President’s remarks about
closer cooperation in his press conference
on November 4, and the recent White
House statement welcoming the EU’s
decision to provide election assistance
to the Iragi government. "“Speaking
on Wednesday morning when the US
election was still too close to call, the US
ambassador to the EU Rockwell Schnabel
said Washington would breathe new life
into its rocky relationship with Europe
whoever won. “Regardless of who gets
into the White House, you're going to see
a renewed commitment to reach out to
Europe,” he told reporters at an election
breakfast gathering. “You're going to
see a United States that is interested in
listening to your concerns, that is going to
be dealing with you, coming from humility
and coming from respect,” Schnabel
added.” AFP, Nov. 3, 2004

Changes to U.S. Foreign Policy
Seen Unlikely in Second Bush Term
(2004-11-12) During President Bush’s
second term there will be no significant
changes in his fundamental foreign
policy, although there will be an effort
to change the tone, predicts Norman J.
Ornstein, a prominent analyst of the U.S.
presidency. The Bush administration will
be looking for “a modest change in tone,”
Ornstein told a Digital Video Conference
audience of academics and journalists on
November 9. “They are going to try to find
some way, if largely symbolic, in which
they can reach out and build relationships
with our allies, in Europe in particular,”
said Ornstein, resident scholar at the
American Enterprise Institute. Beyond
that, “there will be no significant change
in the fundamental foreign policy,” he
said, citing as examples the Bush policies
in Iraq, the Middle East in general, global
warming, the International Criminal Court
and arms control.

Bush Nominates Condoleezza Rice
as Secretary of State (2004-11-
16) President Bush has nominated
Condoleezza Rice to be the new secretary
of state and named Stephen Hadley,
Rice’s deputy at the National Security
Council, to be the new national security
advisor. Bush announced these changes in
his foreign policy team at a November 16
appearance at the White House with Rice,
national security advisor throughout the
president’s first term. Rice’s nomination
is subject to confirmation by the Senate,
a hurdle she did not face as national
security advisor, which does not require
Senate advice and consent. If confirmed,
Rice would take office at a critical time,
Bush said. "We are a nation at war,” he
declared. The United States is leading
a large coalition against a determined
enemy while working to establish new
structures and institutions to confront
outlaw regimes, oppose proliferation
of dangerous weapons and materials,
and break up terror networks, he said.
The United States has also “taken on
a great calling of history” to aid reform
and freedom in the broader Middle East
and to pursue “a positive new direction”
to resolve the Arab-Israeli conflict, Bush
said. Meeting all these objectives “will
require wise and skillful leadership at
the Department of State, and Condi Rice
is the right person for that challenge.”

> Issues and Prospects

President Bush heads into his second
term with the stabilization of Iraq
under a democratic government
as his top policy goal. But he also
has unfinished domestic business,
including making his sweeping tax cuts
permanent, reforming Social Security,
and promoting energy production.

The most important objective is to
protect the American people and
spread freedom and democracy. (Bush
11/4)

“So the President is not going to, as
has been said, trim his sails or pull
back. It's going to be a continuation of
his principles, his policies, his beliefs.
And I think people will see that it is
a foreign policy of national interests
and the interests of our friends and
alliances, multilateral in  nature,
willing, however, when necessary, to
act if we have to act alone or with a
willing coalition to defend our interests
and our needs. And the President took
that message to the American people
and the American people accepted that
message and gave him more than a
marginal mandate to keep moving
forward.” (Powell 11/9)

Sources: Fox News, Prospects for
Te

dossier on the Bush Transition Period

Terrorism

Bush is not likely to abandon his
policy of pre-emptive action against
potential threats to the United States.
But with Iraq still a big uncertainty, it
is not clear whether Bush will devote
a greater share of his second-term
attention to the worldwide dragnet for
Usama bin Laden.

Comprehensive restructuring of U.S.
military forces overseas, begun in
Bush'’s first term, is likely to continue.

Intelligence - Homeland Security

Bush has promised to improve security
for ports, borders, transportation and
critical  infrastructure, particularly
by staying on the offense against
terrorists.

At the CIA, Republican Porter Goss,
who left the House to become director
in late September, is expected to stay.
Goss wants to expand the agency’s
clandestine service, improve language
capabilities and encourage risk-taking
by intelligence analysts and operatives.
But his Republican credentials have
some Democrats concerned about his
ability to keep the agency independent
of political influence.

Down the road, Bush may have a key
intelligence opening to fill. Congress
wasn’t able to agree on intelligence-
reform legislation before the election,
but lawmakers might eventually create
a National Intelligence Director to
oversee the government’s intelligence
agencies. Goss might seek a promotion,
but many aren’t ruling out that Bush
could select someone else.

Europe

In Europe, Bush expanded the NATO
alliance and has sought to patch up
differences with Germany and France
over the war with Irag. He plans to
withdraw 70,000 troops from Europe
and South Korea while reconfiguring
U.S. military in Germany with trimmer
and faster-moving units.
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I'll continue to reach out to our friends
and allies, our partners in the EU and
NATO, to promote development and
progress, to defeat the terrorists and
to encourage freedom and democracy
as alternatives to tyranny and terror.
(Bush 11/4)

Iraq

Bush intends to keep a U.S. presence
in Iraq until the country is stable
and run by a democratically elected
government. He has offered no timeline
for withdrawing U.S. forces but does
plan to seek additional help from other
countries in securing Iraq while it is
rebuilt. He has ruled out instituting a
draft to bolster the U.S. military should
the Iraq situation worsen or drag on.

“We will work with the Allawi
government to achieve our objective,
which is elections, on the path to
stability, and we’ll continue to train the
troops.” (Bush 11/4)

“With respect to Iraq, a regime that we
determined was dangerous is gone. We
still have a difficult insurgency to face,
but there’s no reason that Iraq cannot
go down the path that Afghanistan has
gone down. ... Now what we're going
to do is complete the effort to give the
Iraqi people a democracy.” Powell 11/9

Iran

We and the Europeans continue to
agree on the fundamentals that ...
Iran needs to cooperate fully with the
International Atomic Energy Agency;
it needs to meet its nonproliferation
obligations; and it needs to suspend
fully and immediately all enrichment-
related and reprocessing activities.
(Boucher 11/8)

“I think the nuclear issue is an
important one to resolve in one way
or another, but there are other aspects
of Iranian behavior that are troubling
-- support for terrorist activity -- and
we'll just have to see whether or
not there are openings here or not.”
(Powell 11/9)

Middle East

In the Middle East, Bush has affirmed
strong support for Israel and its
security but avoided taking stands or
providing details on how he intended
to advance it or promote agreements
between Israel and its Arab neighbors.
Bush approved of Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon’s plan to relinquish all
of Gaza and to evacuate a handful of
Jewish settlements on the West Bank.

"I agree with him [U.K. Prime Minister
Tony Blair] him that the Middle East
peace is a very important part of a
peaceful world. I have been working
on Middle Eastern peace ever since
I've been the President.

I've laid down some -- a very hopeful
strategy on -- in June of 2002, and
my hope is that we will make good
progress. I think it's very important
for our friends, the Israelis, to have a
peaceful Palestinian state living on their
border. And it’s very important for the
Palestinian people to have a peaceful,
hopeful future. That's why I articulated
a two-state vision in that Rose Garden
speech. I meant it when I said it and I
mean it now.” (Bush 11/4)

“The United States stands by to work
very actively to get the Road Map
moving forward.” [Powell 11/8]

“What we have been looking for this
whole period is responsible leadership
on the part of the Palestinians so that
we can get going. And we recognize
that Israel has obligations as well with
respect to outpost elimination and
settlement activity. And in this period
that we're in now, waiting to see what
transpires with respect to Palestinian
leadership, we hope that opportunities
will come out of this transition period.”
(Powell 11/9)

Afghanistan

“The Afghan people, by going to the
polls in the millions, proved ... that
this administration’s faith in freedom
to change peoples’ habits is worthy.”
(Bush 11/4)

“We will continue to consolidate
the success that we have seen
in Afghanistan as manifested in
the presidential elections and get
Afghanistan ready for the parliamentary
elections next Spring, continue our
reconstruction efforts, continuing the
resettlement of the 3.7 billion Afghan
refugees who have returned to the
country and continue our efforts to
work with Pakistan to defeat the Al
Qaeda and Taliban elements that
are working in the frontier areas of
Pakistan, as well as continuing to fight
those elements that come across into
Afghanistan or in Afghanistan that are
trying to stop this progress towards
democracy.” (Powell 11/8)

North Korea

Bush intends to continue using
diplomacy to try to halt North Korea’s
nuclear weapons programs and is
ready to offer assurances he would
not use force. Negotiations are being
conducted jointly with South Korea,
Japan, Russia and China.

China

Bush has worked for good relations
with China. Last December, with
visiting Premier Wen Jiabao at his side
at the White House, he sent a strong
warning to Taiwan not to take any
action toward independence and cause
dangerous new tensions with Beijing.

Climate Change

“The Administration, remains
committed to a technically-sound and
market-driven approach to combating
climate change and in fact has $5.8
billion in this year’s budget to support
that approach.” (Boucher 11/8)

Multilateralism

“The President’s National Security
policy ... [is] a policy of partnerships.
It's a policy of reaching out. It's a
policy of working with others on
opening up trade around the world. It's
a policy of dealing with the infectious
diseases that are really killing many
more thousands of people a day than
any terrorist incident will. It's a policy
of expansion of alliances. It's a policy
of working multilaterally to deal with
problems like the nuclear issue in Iran
and the nuclear issue in North Korea.”
(Powell 11/9)

> In the Media

Without a Doubt by Nicholas Lemann,
The New Yorker, October 7-14 2002.

Has Condoleezza Rice changed George W.
Bush, or has he changed her? “To spend
time with Rice is to see right away how
she has such an effect on people. “Condi
is just an A-plus-plus-plus presence,” one
former Administration official who knows
her says. “She’s the most gifted speaker
and conveyer of solid thoughts, in
articulate form, of anybody I've ever met.
I'd put her in the top quartile in terms of
the thoughts themselves. But that’s not
her thing—her thing is presenting it.”

She appears impeccably organized and
prepared, with a great mass of detail
in her head which she has reduced to
a simple, clear form. She is gracious,
poised, and charming, and isn't stiff or
puffed up with her own officialdom. She
has a wide, easy smile and a comfortable
manner. No question ever seems to catch
her unaware or to set off a rambling,
disjointed answer. She ties everything
up in a neat package of certainty and
conviction.

Before Rice answers a question,
there is a moment that recalls a
figure skater—another of her youthful
performing careers—taking a first look
at the program for the day’s competition.
There’s a barely visible nod, conveying
something like “Yup—got it,” and then
comes a reply unerringly pitched to the
level of detail and expertise where, she
senses, the person she’s talking to wishes
to dwell.

That may be one reason that, when I
asked several people who know Rice to
describe her thinking, I often got the
feeling that they were really describing
themselves. [noréd
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Second Bush Administration Policy
on Domestic Issues by James Thurber
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette November 4,
2004

James Thurber, a professor at American
University in Washington, acknowledges
that Bush has certain advantages that
other recent presidents did not when
beginning their second terms. But he also
sees significant disadvantages. “"Bush has
several deficits he has to worry about
- the budget deficit, the trade deficit
and he has a deficit of relationships on
the Hill. He hasn’t really rolled up his
sleeves and tried to build coalitions the
way he did at the very beginning of his
administration,” Thurber said.

“He’s got 55 [Republicans] in the Senate,
but he’s got a handful of moderates who
won’t go along with him on these things,
and you need 60 votes to rule.” Thurber
said he believes Bush will succeed in
having his tax cuts made permanent.
As for changes in Social Security, that’s
a much harder sell, especially in forming
a coalition of 60 senators to break a
filibuster, he said. “He’s got some real
problems with the conservatives and the
liberals in respect to any reforms there,”
Thurber said. "And he’s got a whole lot
of people who want the status quo. They
want to go to heaven without dying.”

Arkansas Democrat-Gazette (Little Rock)
November 8, 2004 James Thurber,
director of the Center for Presidential
and Congressional Studies at American
University in Washington, said that if
Bush “really wants to do something
historic with Social Security and health
care, he’s got to get in there, roll up
his sleeves and get to work. I think the
Democrats will go along with him if he is
willing to reach out and compromise. But
then his conservative base will holler...
He's got to be willing to push people
like [House Majority Leader] Tom Delay
around.” pnord

Four More Years by James Mann,
Foreign Policy, Nov 2004

President Bush'’s neoconservative
“Vulcans” are back for a second term in
office. But this time, they will discover
they have limited resources and
diminished credibility.

“I'm not suggesting that Bush’s approach
to the world will be utterly transformed
during a second term. The vision the
Vulcans carried into office four years ago—
a view of foreign policy based above all
on overwhelming U.S. military power and
a skepticism about accommodations with
other countries—will not be abandoned.
But I also don’t think Bush’s reelection
means that United States is gearing up
for some new military invasion.

There are limits. Iraq has proved that
fact, even to the Bush administration.
And a sense of limits may turn out to
be one of the defining characteristics of
Bush’s second term”

: SN

Post Election Analysis

The
Foreign Policy.
Brookings Briefing, Nov. 4, 2004

A Post-Election
Direction of U.S.

Analysis:

President Bush, rightly or wrongly,
is deeply unpopular in Europe. He's
demonized in the press in many European
countries. And that just simply is going
to make it harder for Europeans to
work with the administration. I'm afraid
that the European reaction to this—and
partly, again, an example of over-
interpretation—will be to conclude, okay,
we get it, America really is different;
Bob Kagan was right, Americans are
from Mars, Europeans are from Venus,
they just confirmed that this week, and
we’ll draw the consequences from that.
I'm afraid that that's going to be the
inclination, rather than, as I think many
in the Bush administration hope, that
they’ll conclude, okay, now we know
what we’re dealing with, let’s get on with
cooperation. I fear that the tendency will
rather be to say to themselves America is
different, we get it now.

The United States after Bush’s
Reelection: European Views.
Brookings Event, Nov. 17, 2004

Because it affects European perceptions
of the United States, President Bush'’s
reelection raises fundamental questions
about U.S. relations with its European
allies. How will the president’s second
term affect prospects for transatlantic
cooperation on critical issues like
terrorism, the Middle East, and the
environment? Are Europeans prepared
to reengage with America after several
years of acute tensions, or will support
increase for developing the European
Union as a counterweight to American
power? What's next for European
integration, and how will the proposed EU
constitution affect NATO and the United
States? Brookings will convene several
of Europe’s top experts on transatlantic
relations and foreign affairs to address
these and other questions at the next
Daimler-Chrysler Forum on Transatlantic
Relations and Global Issues.

Voters Liked Campaign 2004, But
Too Much ‘Mud-Slinging’ by The Pew
Research Center for the People and the
Press, November 11 2004.

The Pew Research Center’s quadrennial
post-election survey, conducted among
1,209 voters who were originally
interviewed in October, finds that a third
of all voters say they are very satisfied

with their choice of candidates the
highest percentage expressing that view
in post-election surveys dating to 1988.
That reflects extraordinary enthusiasm
among Republicans, 63% of whom
express a high degree of satisfaction with
the candidates. As a point of comparison,
in 1996 just 34% of Democrats said they
were very satisfied with the candidates
after Bill Clinton’s easy reelection victory.
For their part, supporters of Sen. John
Kerry are struggling with a range of
emotions following their candidate’s
defeat. The dominant reaction to Bush’s
reelection among Kerry’s supporters
is disappointment (82%), but about a
third (35%) say they feel angry over the
election outcome. Liberals, in particular,
express intense feelings as a result of the
election. Roughly half of Kerry’s liberal
supporters say they feel angry (53%)
or depressed (47%) because of Bush’s

victory.

Voter turnout in election 2004
Analysis by Curtis Gans of the Committee
for the Study of the American Electorate
(CSAE), Nov. 4, 2004

“Deep emotions about the presidency of
George W. Bush, both pro and con, and
unprecedentedly vigorous and expensive
voter mobilization drives propelled voter
turnout in the 2004 general election to
its highest level since 1968, despite long
lines at polling places that had some
citizens waiting as much as seven hours
to cast their ballots.” [nord

The Administration in Transition

Following a presidential election, the
winning candidate’s first challenge is
to put together a new government.
This transition period, in which the old
government is still in power while the
new one is being formed, lasts from the
moment an election winner is declared
until Inauguration Day on January 20.
A smooth transition is a key element in
the orderly transfer of power in American
democracy.

Unlike parliamentary systems, where
there is a shadow government already
formed within the opposition party, the
U.S. system requires the new president
to put together a team from scratch.
Usually only the top jobs, the 15 cabinet
secretaries and several key advisors, are
named during the transition period. Lower
ranking officials are typically named in
the months following the installation of
the new administration.

Since President George Bush has won
a second term in office, there will be
no major handover of power to the
opposition party. Still, tradition requires
that all appointed officials be prepared
to resign so the president will have
the opportunity to start his new term
with a fresh team. It is not uncommon
for cabinet members and high-level
advisers to choose to depart after one
term, and important members of Bush’s
government have already announced
they are leaving. New appointees will be
named to take their places.
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> Nominations so far

Secretary of State: Condoleezza Rice
National Security Advisor: Stephen Hadley
\ttorney General: Alberto Gonzaled

Becretary of Education: Margaret Spellin
White House Council: Harriet Mier.

source: Department of State, IIP dossier on the Bush Transition Period

Plum Book

Every four years, just after the Presidential election, the United States Government Policy and Supporting Positions, commonly
known as the Plum Book, is published, alternately, by the Senate Committee on Governmental Affairs and the House Committee on
Government Reform. The Plum Book is used to identify presidentially appointed positions within the Federal Government.

The Plum Book is used to identify appointed positions within the Federal Government. The list originate in 1952 during the Eisenhower
administration. For twenty-two years prior, the Democratic controlled the Federal Government. When President Eisenhower took
office, the Republican Party requested a list of government positions that President Eisenhower could fill. The next edition of the
Plum Book appeared in 1960 and has since been published every four years, just after the Presidential election.

> Process

The present system of presidential
succession. Our current method of
presidential succession draws authority
from:

> ROth Amendment], Article II, Section 1,

Clause 6

Section 1. The terms of the President
and Vice President shall end at noon on
the 20th day of January, and the terms
of Senators and Representatives at noon
on the 3d day of January, of the years
in which such terms would have ended
if this article had not been ratified; and
the terms of their successors shall then
begin.

Section 2. The Congress shall assemble
at least once in every year, and such
meeting shall begin at noon on the 3d
day of January, unless they shall by law
appoint a different day.

Section 3. If, at the time fixed for the
beginning of the term of the President,
the President elect shall have died,
the Vice President elect shall become
President. If a President shall not have
been chosen before the time fixed for the
beginning of his term, or if the President
elect shall have failed to qualify, then the
Vice President elect shall act as President
until a President shall have qualified; and
the Congress may by law provide for the
case wherein neither a President elect nor
a Vice President elect shall have qualified,
declaring who shall then act as President,
or the manner in which one who is to act
shall be selected, and such person shall
act accordingly until a President or Vice
President shall have qualified.

Section 4. The Congress may by law
provide for the case of the death of any
of the persons from whom the House of
Representatives may choose a President
whenever the right of choice shall have
devolved upon them, and for the case
of the death of any of the persons from
whom the Senate may choose a Vice
President whenever the right of choice
shall have devolved upon them.

Section 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take
effect on the 15th day of October
following the ratification of this article.

Section 6. This article shall be inoperative
unless it shall have been ratified as
an amendment to the Constitution by
the legislatures of three-fourths of the
several states within seven years from
the date of its submission.

> R5th Amendmenf (1967)

Section 1. In case of the removal of the
President from office or of his death or
resignation, the Vice President shall
become President.

Section 2. Whenever there is a vacancy
in the office of the Vice President, the
President shall nominate a Vice President
who shall take office upon confirmation
by a majority vote of both Houses of
Congress.

Section 3. Whenever the President
transmits to the President pro tempore of
the Senate and the Speaker of the House
of Representatives his written declaration
that he is unable to discharge the powers
and duties of his office, and until he
transmits to them a written declaration
to the contrary, such powers and duties
shall be discharged by the Vice President
as Acting President.

Section 4. Whenever the Vice President
and a majority of either the principal
officers of the executive departments or
of such other body as Congress may by
law provide, transmit to the President pro
tempore of the Senate and the Speaker
of the House of Representatives their
written declaration that the President
is unable to discharge the powers and
duties of his office, the Vice President
shall immediately assume the powers and
duties of the office as Acting President.

Thereafter, when the President transmits
to the President pro tempore of the
Senate and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives his written declaration
that no inability exists, he shall resume
the powers and duties of his office unless
the Vice President and a majority of either
the principal officers of the executive
department or of such other body as
Congress may by law provide, transmit
within four days to the President pro
tempore of the Senate and the Speaker
of the House of Representatives their
written declaration that the President
is unable to discharge the powers and
duties of his office. Thereupon Congress
shall decide the issue, assembling within
forty-eight hours for that purpose if
not in session. If the Congress, within
twenty-one days after receipt of the
latter written declaration, or, if Congress
is not in session, within twenty-one days
after Congress is required to assemble,
determines by two-thirds vote of both
Houses that the President is unable to
discharge the powers and duties of his
office, the Vice President shall continue to
discharge the same as Acting President;
otherwise, the President shall resume the
powers and duties of his office.
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